LET’S PRACTICE: ASSERTION, REASONING, EVIDENCE

Arguments ARE essential to debate.

ASSERTION
REASONING
EVIDENCE
Assertions claim that something is true.

Examples:  The death penalty is justified.  School should be year-round.

Reasoning provides the “because” in the argument.

Examples:  Because video games are too violent…  Because it is important to protect privacy…

Evidence is the information that supports your conclusion.

Example: According to USA Today, parents spent an average of $185 per child buying non-uniform clothing in 1998, compared with an average of $104 spent per child to purchase uniforms.

Teacher Resource Sheet 2.1

Student Resource Sheet 2.1

ARGUMENT STRUCTURE

WHO CARES ABOUT STRUCTURE?

	
	· If you don’t know what goes into your argument, you can’t DEFEND your argument.

· Like a 4 legged table, if you knock one leg out, the whole argument falls.


LET’S ARGUE WITH MOM/DAD FOR A CELL PHONE

	Timeka: Mom/Dad, I need a cell phone so that I can keep in contact with my friends.

Chris:  Mom/Dad, I need a cell phone, because it will save me in the case of an emergency.

Sarah: Mom/Dad, I need a cell phone, because it’s cool!
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SO, HOW DID THE KIDS DO?

	What do these students want?  What someone wants or believes is true may also be called a claim, conclusion or assertion.

What reasons were given for needing the cell phone?  

Who has the best shot at getting a cell phone? Why? What unstated value or underlying assumption will most appeal to parents?
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PARENTS FIGHT BACK!
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	Parent:  How do you know that cell phones will help in emergencies?

Parent:  What proof do you have that cell phones are cool?


WHERE’S THE EVIDENCE?

	What kind of support is available to support the claim that cell phones help in emergencies?  Consider Examples, Testimony, Studies, or Statistics/Data.




SO, LET’S PUT IT ALL TOGETHER

	An ARGUMENT consists of:

1. Assertion (also called a claim or conclusion) – “I need a cell phone.”

2. Reasons – “because it will save me in the case of an emergency”

3. Unstated Value or Underlying Assumption – Safety is important or keeping in contact with friends is good or being cool is good.  It can remain unstated if your audience agrees with you BUT be prepared to defend if they disagree with your unstated value.

4. Evidence – Examples, Testimony, Studies, or Statistics/Data that support your reasons.

5. Backing – Evidence to support your unstated value if contested.
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