Teacher Resource Sheet 5.1

ELEMENTS OF AN EFFECTIVE CLOSING

The closing speeches are not “sending the same balls back and forth over the net.”
During the opening and rebuttal speeches the major issues and areas of disagreement have emerged. The purpose of the closing speech is not to repeat the same arguments but to emphasize what has been said (or not said) in the debate that proves your side has won. New arguments may not be introduced in the closing.

To prepare the closing speech, ask…

· What are the most important issues of the debate?

· What are the main areas of disagreement and what are our most convincing points? 

· Were any claims made that were not refuted by the opponent? 

Focus on those points as well as…

· Point out the weaknesses of the opponent’s claims, evidence or logic.

· Extend your most convincing claims.

· Present, in a new way, why your side defeated the opponent’s strongest arguments. 

· End in a memorable and positive statement to persuade the judge why your side has won.

Student Resource Sheet 5.1
EVALUATING A CLOSING SPEECH
	
	Negative Closing Notes
	Affirmative Closing Notes

	Most important claims stated
	____/ 3 points
	____/ 3 points

	Most important rebuttals stated
	____/ 3 points
	____/ 3 points

	Weakness(es) in opponent’s arguments stated
	____/ 3 points
	____/ 3 points

	Effective closing statement
	____/ 3 points
	____/ 3 points

	Effective delivery
	____/ 3 points
	____/ 3 points

	TOTALS
	____/ 15 points
	____/ 15 points



