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INTRODUCTION TO CROSSFIRE

What is Crossfire?

Crossfire is an opportunity for debaters to directly question one another.  The first question must be asked by the opponent to the speaker who has just spoken. After that question and answer, either debater may question and/or answer at will. Debaters should stand during regular Crossfire and be seated during the Grand Crossfire.   Crossfire adds excitement to the debate process in a manner similar to TV debate shows.
What is the purpose for each of the two Crossfire rounds?

The first crossfire should be used to clarify arguments and define where clash exists. Probing questions to expose weakness are useful. 
The second crossfire should advance the debate by finding areas of agreement and attacking arguments with which the debater does not agree. Previously prepared dilemmas may be posed. Contradictions should be exposed. 
Won’t the students interrupt one another?
As students practice the format, they will learn valuable lessons: that an advocate may be more effective with good answers then asking questions; that good questions must be brief; that filibuster answers will be exposed; that rudeness will be penalized by judges. 
The judges are in charge of the round and may halt any Crossfire that is out of control.   Most debaters will learn that interrupting, shouting, and filibustering are counterproductive.

What is the best way to improve performance in crossfire? 

One of the best ways to improve performance is to improve your knowledge of the topic.  The more you know, the easier it is to ask insightful questions and exemplary responses.

How will the Crossfire be judged?
The rubric will call for questions to be "brief" and answers to be "on point".  Debaters will be penalized for rudeness and poor communication.
CROSSFIRE TIPS

· Correct Positioning.  Debaters should stand during regular Crossfire.

· Ask brief, specific questions.  Overly wordy or vague questions cost your team valuable time and do not get to the heart of the issue.
· Be polite, but firm.  Keep questions and answers brief and speaking style conversational. Don't interrupt or talk over another debater unless he or she is filibustering. Don't ever interrupt your partner. Be professional.  Above all --- never personalize the crossfire.  Focus on the issues not the person.

· Have a plan in mind. What admissions do you wish to gain from your opponents? Which dilemmas do you wish to pose to your opponents? 

· Answering can be as important as questioning. Have brief retorts prepared for questions that you think might be asked. 

· Silence is golden. If you trap your opponent in an unanswerable dilemma, let their silence or frantic babbling expose their weakness. Don't rush in with the next question. 

· Don’t pursue any single point too long.  This can come across as too confrontational and rude, and you might miss too many other key points that need to be addressed. 

· Relax. Don't rush! If you can establish one or two points that is enough.
CROSSFIRE TIPS FOR THE QUESTIONER

Begin with a question rather than a statement, new argument, or evidence.

Incorrect: 

“According to psychotherapist Leichtling on BulliesBeGoneBlog, online cyberbullying attacks are becoming an epidemic.”  
Correct:
 “Would you acknowledge that cyberbullying attacks are on the rise?”

Be courteous with your questions.

Incorrect:
 “Isn’t it ridiculous to think that cheating won’t increase if students are permitted to use personal electronic devices in school?”

Correct: 

“Would you acknowledge that cheating may become a greater issue if personal digital devices are permitted in school?” 

Give your opponent an opportunity to respond.

Incorrect:  

“Isn’t cyberbullying simply another form of bullying?”

“Yes.  However…”

“So, it doesn’t need a separate law, right?”

“No. It…”

“Let’s move on.”

Correct:  

“Isn’t cyberbullying simply another form of bullying?”

“Yes.  However, that doesn’t mean that it couldn’t also be the focus of an additional law.  There are laws for distracted driving and laws against texting while driving.”

Ask one question at a time.

Incorrect:

 “What evidence do you have to support that claim?  What was the date?  What was the source?”

Correct:

“What evidence do you have to support that claim?”
CROSSFIRE TIPS FOR THE RESPONDENT

Be polite in your responses.

Incorrect: 

“What is the date of your evidence?”

“It’s newer than your evidence.  Your evidence is so old that it proves nothing.”  
Correct:
 “What is the date of your evidence?

“It’s from 1999.”

Be concise in your responses.


Incorrect:

“Bullying isn’t increasing.  Reports of bullying are increasing.  With new forms of bullying, such as cyberbullying, being reported more frequently in the news, our attention to the issue has increased.  More and more schools are also emphasizing the need to report bullying.”

Correct:

“Bullying isn’t increasing.  Reports of bullying are increasing as the media and schools focus more on the issue.”  

Ask for clarification if the question is unclear.


Examples:


“Would you please repeat the question?”


“Could you please reword your question?”
Qualify your answers rather than providing a simple “yes” or “no.”

Question:

“Isn’t it true that using personal digital devices in classrooms will lead to more cheating?”

Incorrect:

“Yes.”

Correct:

“Cheating may occur through a variety of means.  There is no reason to assume that permitting the use of personal digital devices will increase the rate of cheating.”

Avoid answering a question with a question.


Question:

“Wouldn’t you agree that social networking sites, such as Facebook, make children vulnerable to predators?”

Incorrect:

“Shouldn’t we be teaching students the best ways to use these sites rather than banning them?”

Correct:

“It is more important to teach students how to use these social networking sites in a safe manner rather than banning their use so that they do not know how to protect themselves.”
