Tips for Successful Filming
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Beware of the Zoom!  -  Zooming can be an effective technique; however, more often than not, students zoom in and out on a subject too frequently, making the film unpleasant to watch.  

· Variety is the Spice of Life - Try shooting your movie from different angles, at different zoom levels, and in different settings.  This makes your movie more visually interesting.  Go ahead and get the shot of the horse in the field, but then get a close up of his head that you can splice in when you edit the movie.

· Watch that Shake!  -  Steady your camera as much as possible while filming.  The best way to do this is by using a tripod.  However, if one is not available or practical for the situation, try holding your “filming” arm in close to your body to help steady it.

· Head Room – Consider where your subjects are standing as you film.  You don’t want to have a huge blank space above their heads by filming too high above them.

· SHHHHH!!!   -  Sound quality is very important in a film.  Try to eliminate any background noise that is not intended for the movie.  This is particularly important when filming outside.  Planes, trucks, a neighbor’s lawnmower, can all ruin the sound of your movie.

· Can You Hear Me Now? – Make certain that your actors are speaking loudly enough to be picked up by your microphone.  If not, you’ll have great visuals but no audio when you put your movie together.

· Lighting – Be careful of the lighting where you are filming.  Make certain that you have adequate light.  Also, be careful of windows.  You don’t want to shoot your subject in front of a window where light is pouring in.  When you shoot directly at the window, your subject will be darkened.

· Lead the Way - Always record 5 seconds before and after the shot you want.  In the editing process, you’ll need a bit of lead space to allow you to make cuts and edit your film to look the way you want it to.  REMEMBER- It’s always easier to cut out 2 seconds of film than to add it back in.

· Be Fully Charged! - Always carry fully-charged, extra batteries. Otherwise, you can bet that you will lose power halfway through the  most important shot of your film. Keep in mind that batteries have a shorter lifespan in the cold. Warm them up (room temperature) before putting them in your camera.  This will also minimize condensation if you’re going between locations with varying temperatures (ex:  from inside an air-conditioned house to the hot, humid back yard).

· Shoot Loads! – Tapes are relatively inexpensive. So feel free to shoot everything. Make sure you capture plenty of cutaways (shots to cut in at any point – close-ups, buildings, reactions of other people).   This will be extremely helpful in the editing process.

· Continuity Counts! – Have you ever noticed in one of your favorite movies that the main character had her eyeglasses on her head in one shot, and in the next shot, they are on a chain around her neck?  This is an error with the continuity of the shots.  This happens most often with costuming and/or props.  Make sure you and your production team know each shot in extreme detail and have everything you need to make sure your shots match.
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