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iMovie Tips and Tricks

Managing Disk Space

Beware: Each minute of digital video inhales about 210MB of disk space.  

If you have a particularly large amount of footage, consider one of two options: 

· only import those scenes that you know that you will want to use.  Rewind or fast forward to the appropriate spots on your camcorder and then select Import.

· import only 20 minutes or so of footage at a time.  Then, edit the footage and empty the iMovie Trashcan.  This will clear out any unwanted footage so that you have room to download more.

When you crop a clip, iMovie puts its discarded portion in the Trash–not the same Trash the Finder provides for discarding unwanted files, but a separate, iMovie-specific Trash. You can reclaim disk space by emptying iMovie's Trash as you work (choose Empty Trash from the File menu). Warning: If you've done a lot of cropping, emptying the Trash can take a few minutes, so wait until you're ready to take a break.

Importing Photos 

Photos are a terrific addition to iMovie projects.  Just remember that the image editing features of iPhoto are not available in iMovie.  Therefore, crop, rotate, remove red-eye, or otherwise edit your images, prior to using them in iMovie.

Importing Movies From Other Sources

Film footage downloaded from the Internet or copied from a commercial DVD can enhance your original movies.  However, these clips are often in formats that are not accessible to iMovie.  In comes QuickTime Pro, which can convert these files into an iMovie friendly format. 

Naming Your Clips

iMovie automatically names captured clips, but names like Clip 01 and Clip 02 aren't exactly descriptive. You can rename clips simply by clicking on their names. Give them descriptive titles to help you identify them.

Moving Clips Faster

If you need to move a clip a significant distance–say, from the end of a project to the beginning–you can drag it and let the clip window scroll automatically. However, there are faster ways.

· Drag the clip from the Clip Viewer into any empty box on the Clip Pane. Scroll through the Clip Viewer to the new destination, and then drag the clip from the shelf back into the viewer.

· Select the clip in the Clip Viewer.  Select Cut from the Edit menu.  Scroll to the new destination so that the curser is in the desired location in the Clip Viewer. Select Paste from the Edit menu.

Setting Chapter Markers for iDVD

Movies on DVDs often allow you to select different scenes or "chapters" to view. If you plan to use your movie in an iDVD project, you can specify chapters for the movie. The chapter markers you set in iMovie HD are exported with your movie and used by iDVD to create sub menus or scene selection menus.

· Move the playhead to the point at which you want to start a new chapter.

· Click the iDVD button and click Add Chapter.

· To quickly add a chapter marker, you can also choose Markers > Add Chapter Marker.

· Type a chapter title next to the thumbnail that appears in the iDVD pane. 
· Chapter markers will appear in the Timeline Viewer as yellow diamonds. 

Extracting Audio in Paste Over

Have you ever loved the audio from a video clip but hated the visual image?  If an original video clip has the narration you want to use, but you want to replace the video with new shots of whatever the narrator is talking about, you may do so with the Paste Over feature in iMovie.   The result will be the original audio with a different image.

Note:  Before you being, make sure that “Extract audio when using 'Paste Over at Playhead'” is selected in iMovie's Preferences under the Edit menu. 

· Select a video clip or photo you want to insert. Then, select Copy from the Edit menu. 

· Position the Playhead at the first frame of video to be replaced. If you're replacing just part of an existing video clip, use the crop markers to select the specific frames to be replaced.

· From the Advanced menu, choose Paste Over at Playhead.  The audio of the pasted video is muted (set to zero), and the original clip's audio is placed in audio track 1, below the pasted video.

Jazzing Up Your Movie With Effects

Although too many special effects can be distracting, there are some that can be a true asset to your film.  If you would like to consider effects beyond the traditional ones provided by iMovie, there are many sources of Plug-in Packs that can be purchased (or even downloaded for free!).

· iMovie Pop Effects Plug-in Pack is available for free download http://www.apple.com/downloads/macosx/video/imoviepopeffectspluginpack.html  

(includes Highlights, Point Blurs, Cross-Hair targets, Tunnel, and Sparkle effects)

· Gee Three Slick Effects

Free sampler download available at http://geethree.com/slick/free.html

Transition and Effect Collections available for purchase at http://www.geethree.com/slick/

These collections are well worth the investment.  Slick Volume 4 offers a VidMix (permits combining of video clips into one), Picture In Picture, and Matte-tastic (video or graphic overlay).  Slick Volume 5 offers pop ups and placed text, while Volume 6 offers a whiteboard and highliter.

· Stupendous Software is available at 

http://www.stupendous-software.com/Products.html

For each Plug-in pack there is a free demo version that you may download and use.

Never Forget to Back Up Your Projects

Even the best of computers can have corrupted files sometimes.  Movies are so time and labor intensive that the last thing you want to do is to lose all of the work that you have done.  

Use an external Firewire hard drive to back up student projects periodically.  LaCie drives are particularly compatible with the Macs.  Buy the biggest size external hard drive that you can afford, as you will be surprised how quickly they can fill up.

Before copying files to the drive, you will want to format it.  Although the drive will work for most backups without formatting, multi-gigabyte files will not copy onto the external drive without having done this important step.

Note: Make sure that anything that you absolutely need is off of the LaCie drive. The following steps will erase the drive.

· After the drive is plugged into the computer, go to Applications.  Look in the folder titled "Utilities."  Find the application called Disk Utility and double-click to open it.  

· On the left side of the window, select the LaCie drive (be absolutely sure that you do not have the Mac HD selected or you will erase your internal hard drive).

· On the right, click the tab that says Erase.

· For the volume format, select Mac OS Extended.

· You can name the LaCie if you want.

· Then, click Erase.  It should take about a minute or so to complete the process.

