INTRIGUING INTRODUCTIONS

Be it resolved that the private ownership of handguns be banned.

Which of these introductory statements grabs your attention?

1. Last year alone, 49 people in our city were murdered.  Out of this alarming number, 38 were innocent citizens, and 11 of them were children.

2. The criminals are winning the battle against us, the peaceful citizens of this city.  Too many of us are innocent victims of criminals, many of whom are getting away with violence because of lax gun control policies.  Ladies and gentlemen, I say it is time to make our streets a safe place for our children rather than a war zone.

3. Do you feel unsafe these days?  Are you afraid to walk outside at night?  Do you now fear for the safety of your young children when they play in the front yard or walk to school?

4. Imagine a beautiful summer night.  Two brothers are sitting outside on their front porch laughing, drinking lemonade, and catching fireflies, minding their own business.  It’s a familiar scene of idyllic childhood, only in this case, a moment later, one boy will lie dead on his front porch, the innocent victim of a stray bullet.
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