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NEGATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE SPEECH
Introduction

· Get the audience’s and the judge’s attention with the opening by using a quotation, a question, an anecdote, or an appeal to emotion.

· State the negative position.  This position must be on the grounds of the affirmative’s interpretation of the resolution. 

· Provide a road map of what the audience can expect to hear. Explain what the core issues are from the negative point of view and how you disagree with the Affirmative position.

Body of Constructive Speech

· Structure a two-pronged attack.  Tear down their fortress while building up your own.

· “Build your fortress” with constructive arguments around two or three assertions.

· State and number each assertion. Example:  “Our first argument is that junk food should be sold in the cafeteria because students need to learn to make independent choices in order to develop a healthy relationship with food.”

· [image: image1..pict]For each assertion, follow the 4 C’s format ---claim, comment, cite, conclude ---as you would in the affirmative constructive speech.

· “Tear down their fortress” by clashing with the Affirmative’s arguments.  “While our honorable opponents believe that selling junk food in the cafeteria is contributing to childhood obesity, in actuality, lack of physical activity is making a far deadlier contribution to the childhood obesity epidemic.”  

· In closing, end with a clear vision of the negative position and how it is superior to the affirmative position.
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Style and Rhetoric 

· CLASH, CLASH, CLASH!

· Use colorful but sophisticated language.

· Avoid stating one piece of evidence after another.  Include strong statements explaining what the evidence proves. 

· Use transitions to provide links between pieces of evidence and assertions.

· Begin and end with clear statements of the position.

Adapted from Talk the Talk:  Speech and Debate Made Easy by Alim Merali (2006).
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Directions:  For each argument for the affirmative, create a statement that CLASHES with the argument.  Use the questions as a hint for how you might respond.

 
 Affirmative Arguments for

            Clash Against Affirmative

      Banning Junk Food:


          Arguments:

	Junk foods, defined as foods high in sugar and fat, contribute to weight gain and obesity which puts children at risk for diabetes, heart disease and other health problems.


	Example:  

Although our worthy opponents suggest otherwise, solving the childhood obesity crisis is extremely complex.  It is a student’s family history, health, diet, and fitness that all affect his or her likelihood of developing childhood diseases and other health problems...  



	Parents should monitor a child’s diet, but while a student is away from parents, the school must function as a parent and do what is best for the student.


	If students don’t have access to junk food during lunch, what might happen?



	Schools should set a good example of nutritious eating for students.
	Is banning junk food going to meet this goal?



	Eating lots of sugary food makes students less able to pay attention in class or perform well on tests.


	Are there other factors that affect performance in class and on tests?




Adapted from “Junk Food Should be Banned in Schools.”   Middle School Public Debate Program.  Available 

       www.middleschooldebate.com.

