Student Resource Sheet 3.1

AFFIRMATIVE CONSTRUCTIVE SPEECH
Introduction

· Get the audience’s and the judge’s attention with the opening by using a quotation, a question, an anecdote, or an appeal to emotion.

· In the introduction, state the affirmative position.  This is similar to a thesis statement in a persuasive essay.

· [image: image1..pict]State the resolution and define the terms of the resolution.  For example, the term “junk food” would need to be defined in a debate about banning junk food from the cafeteria.

· Provide a road map of what the audience can expect to hear. 

Body of Constructive Speech

· Organize your assertions in a logical order.  

· State and number each assertion.  Include between three and five assertions for an effective case.  Example:  “Our first argument is that junk food sold in school cafeterias contributes to the childhood obesity epidemic.”

· For each assertion, follow the 4C format:  claim, comment, cite, and conclude. 

· In closing, end with a clear vision of the affirmative position.

Style and Rhetoric 

· Use colorful but sophisticated language.

· Avoid stating one piece of evidence after another.  Include strong statements explaining what the evidence proves. 

· Use transitions to provide links between pieces of evidence and assertions.

· Begin and end with clear statements of the position.

